
Form 10-300 
(Ju ly  1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

Connecticut 
C O U N T Y :  

Hartford 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I  I - 1 1 .  NAME 
- m 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

I C O M M O N :  I 
New St ate  House 

AND/OR HISTORIC: 

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  

1 State Capitol Building I 

D A T E  

I S T R E E T  AN13 N U M B E R :  I 
Capitol Avenue 

C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

Connecticut 
k A 5 S . I  F I C k U O r  ' ' HaXiZbFd 

Hartford 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

S T A T E  

O W N E R S H I P  

C O D E  
1 

- - 

Dist r i c t  Bui ld ing 

Site Structure 

Obiect 

I PRESEN T U S E  ( C h e c k  One or More a s  Appropr ia te )  I 

a Publ ic  

O Private 

0 Both 

Publ ic Acquisi t ion: 

I n  Process 

(J Being Considered 

Agricultural a Government Park Transportation 17 Comments 

Commercial Industr ial  Private Residence Other ( spec i fy )  

n Educational M i l i t a ry  Rel igious 

Entertainment Museum Scient i f ic -. I  

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - ( O W N E R ' S  NAME:  1 

Occupied 

Cj Unoccupied 

Preservation work 
i n  progress 

&I S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

Yes: 
Restr icted 

fl Unrestricted 

Record Room, City Hall 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

u 
rn 

550 Main Street 
C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  S T A T E  

Hartford ut , I 

State House, Capitol Avenue 

D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  0 Federal n state a County Loca l  
D E P O S I T O R Y  F C R  S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S :  

S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  
I rn 

C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  S T A T E .  

C O D E  C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  S T A T E :  



1 I (Check One)  

Good 0 F a i r  Deteriorated n Ruins u Unexposed 
CONDITION -- 

(Check One) (Check One) 

Altered Unaltered n Moved li;] Original Site 

(if known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The New S t a t e  House is a monumentally-scaled, symmetrically massed, marble 
three-s tory  bui ld ing  wi th  p ro jec t ing  four-story-high c e n t e r  pav i l ions ,  t h ree -  
story-high end pav i l ions ,  towers and t u r r e t s  a t  t h e  angles ,  and a t a l l  
c e n t r a l  dome r i s i n g  from t h e  roof .  The e x t e r i o r  is of white  marble from 
t h e  q u a r r i e s  a t  East  Canaan, Connecticut,  and t h e  g r a n i t e  from Westerly, 
Rhode I s l and .  The s t r u c t u e  has  a cruciform plan ,  wi th  one long and one 
shor t  a x i s .  The long (east-west) arm is  about 300 f e e t  long and 100 f e e t  
deep and t h e  shor t  (north-south) a x i s  is  200 f e e t  long and 120 f e e t  wide. 
The no r th  and south e l eva t ions  of t h e  c e n t e r  pav i l ions  a r e  each five-bays 
wide, arcaded wi th  Gothic a rches ,  and f lanked a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  by a t a l l  
square tower, 

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  bui ld ing ,  w r i t t e n  i n  September, 1877, fol lows:  

 h he Capi to l  is  designed i n  what t h e  a r c h i t e c t  c a l l s  'modern s e c u l a r  
Gothic. '  It is  two and one-half s t o r i e s  high,  and has a f rontage  of near ly  
300 f e e t  upon t h e  Ci ty  Park ( t o  t h e  no r th ) ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  s tanding  upon 
grounds l a t e l y  purchased from T r i n i t y  College. The recent  removal of one 
of t h e  College blocks opens up form t h e  s t r e e t  below a f i n e  view of t h e  
e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  Cap i to l ,  which is  perhaps t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  point  from 
which t o  behold i t .  The genera l  ground plan i s  i n  t h e  form of a p a r a l l e l o g r ~  
whose l i n e s  a r e  c h i e f l y  broken by t h e  p ro jec t ion  of t h e  main c e n t r a l  por t ion  
( o r  pav i l ion ) ,  whose t o t a l  length  i s  about 200 f e e t ;  t h e  park (north)  facade 
being t r e a t e d  wi th  an arcade through which is  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  en t rance ,  and 
t h e  south p ro jec t ion  ( a l s o  acraded) embracing a porte-cochere and an ample 
v e s t i b u l e ,  above which i s  loca ted  t h e  Representat ives '  Hal l .  On t h e  same 
s t o r y ,  - a mezzanine s tory-  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  wing i s  t h e  Senate Chamber. The 
Supreme Court Room and t h e  S t a t e  Library (both s i n c e  removed and loca ted  i n  
sepa ra t e  bui ld ings)  a r e  upon t h e  f irst  s t o r y ,  o r  what is  commonly s t y l e d  t h e  
second f l o o r ,  t h e  l i b r a r y  ( loca ted  i n  t h e  nor th  wing) having an exce l l en t  no1 
l i g h t .  The court-room is  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  extreme west wing. The customary 
o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  Governor's s u i t e  of apartments,  and t l  
var ious  rooms f o r  cormnissioners, e t c . ,  occupy f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t h e  main wing 
and a r e  conveniently loca ted  f o r  t h e  var ious  purposes f o r  which they a r e  
intended.  Two l a r g e  s k y l i g h t s  admit l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  i n  t h e  
in termedia te  po r t ion  of t h e  wings, between t h e  main bu i ld ing  and t h e i r  
ex t r emi t i e s .  The ex t r emi t i e s  ( o r  end pavi l ions)  of t hese  wings have t h e i r  
l eng th  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  t h e  ad jo in ing  po r t ions ,  and are e x t e r n a l l y  t r e a t e d  
wi th  gab le s ,  flanked by c i r c u l a r  ( s o l i d )  t u r r e t s ,  and pierced wi th  a wheel 
( o r  c i r c u l a r )  window, t h e  composition being a vague suggest ion of c e r t a i n  
pub l i c  bui ld ings  r ecen t ly  e rec t ed  near  London. The "various roofs  of t h e  
bui ld ing  a r e  genera l ly  cons t ruc ted  with a high p i t c h ,  and t h e  dormers with 
which t h e i r  l i n e s  a r e  broken present  a d u l l  montony of design.  There is  no 
l ack  of corner  towers. These rise from t h e  main bui ld ing  ( a t  t h e  corners  of 
t h e  nor th  and south c e n t r a l  pav i l ions ) ,  and a r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  a near ly  uniform 
s t y l e ,  t h e  roofs  being of pyramidal shape, wi th  te rminals  of copper and 
i r o n  . . ." 
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Designed by Richard M. Upjohn and e rec t ed  i n  1872-80, t h e  New S t a t e  House 
is  probably t h e  f i n e s t  example i n  t h e  United S ta t e s*  of a monumentally-ecsled 
pub l i c  bui ld ing  b u i l t  i n  t h e  High Vic tor ian  Gothic s t y l e .  The e x t e r i o r  and 
i n t e r i o r  of t h e  New S t a t e  House are l i t t l e - a l t e r e d .  

I History I 
I n  1871, t h e  General Assembly appointed a commission t o  bui ld  a new c a p i t o l  
i n  Hartford.  A ha l f -mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  was appropriated and t h e  Ci ty  of 
Hartford was authorized t o  appropr ia te  bonds t o  t h e  ex ten t  of $1,000,000 
f o r  t h e  same purpose. The commission accepted t h e  present  s i t e  from t h e  
Ci ty  of Hartford and i n  1873 and 1875 a d d i t i o n a l  sums of $500,000 and 
$1,000,000 r e spec t ive ly  were appropriated t o  complete t h e  bui ld ing .  

The commission held an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  competition f o r  t h e  design of t h e  
proposed c a p i t o l  and 11 sets of drawings, wi th  Gothic a r c h i t e c t u r e  a s  t h e  
p reva i l ing  s t y l e ,  were received.  I n  Marcb, 1872, t h e  p lans  f o r  a bui ld ing  
i n  t h e  "modern s e c u l a r  ~ o t h i c "  mode, prepared by Richard M. Upjohn of New 
York C i ty ,  were se l ec t ed  a s  t h e  winning design.  The est imated cos t  of 
cons t ruc t ion  was set a t  $875,000. W i l l i a m  B.  Frankl in  was employed as 
superintendent  of cons t ruc t ion  and James B. Bat te rson  as t h e  bu i lde r .  The 
f i r s t  c o n t r a c t s  were l e t  i n  October, 1872 and a f t e r  cons t ruc t ion  had 
proceeded f o r  one yea r ,  t h e  commission decided t o  change t h e  cha rac te r  of 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  by modifying t h e  des ign ,  making it f ire-proof  throughout,  
and inc reas ings  i t s  elegance. Upjohnts o r i g i n a l  des ign  apparent ly c a l l e d  
f o r  a t a l l  tower t o  crown t h e  c a p i t o l ,  but a t  t h e  i n s i s t a n c e  of t h e  
commission, t h e  a r c h i t e c t  modified t h i s  f e a t u r e  i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t a l l  dome. 
These changes increased t h e  es t imate  cos t  t o  $2,500,000. The New S t a t e  
House was occupied i n  January, 1879, and t h e  bui ld ing  was completed i n  1880. 
Tota l  cos t  of cons t ruc t ion  was $2,532,524,43 and t h e  cos t  of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  
was an a d d i t i o n a l  $100,000. 

ritics of t h e  period d i f f e r e d  over t h e  mer i t s  of Upjohn's design:  One 
r o t e :  "hlr. Upjohn has had a r a r e  oppor tuni ty ,  and he has ava i led  himself 
f  it r a r e l y .  The c a p i t o l  of Connecticut w i l l  not only be by f a r  t h e  f i n e s t  

our  s tate-houses,  but it w i l l  be about t h e  most important and c r e d i t a b l e  
11 

i e c e  of c i v i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  country. The opposing view, however, 
as represented by another  writer who reported t h a t  a New York c r i t i c  who 

t h e  p lans  suggested t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  "had dined on Gothic,  wi th  an 



Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Archi tec ture ,  Nineteenth and Twentieth Centur ies  

(Baltimore, 1963), 195. 
Talbot F. Hamlin, The American S p i r i t  i n  Archi tec ture  (New Haven, 19261, 164. 
Connecticut , A Guide t o  Its Roads, Lore, and People (American Guide Se r i e s )  

(Boston, 1938), 173474 .  
Burchard and Albert  ~ u s h - ~ r o w i ,  The Archi tec ture  of America, A Socia l  

and Cu l tu ra l  History (Boston and Toronto, 1961), 185. 
l a n  Gowns, Images of American Living (Phi lade lphia  & New York, 1964), 334, 

336 

S T A T E :  C O D E  C O U N T Y :  C O D E  

L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  C O O R D I N A T E S  I L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  C O O R D I N A T E S  

DEFIN ING A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  T H E  P R O P E R T Y  0 DEFINING THE CENTER O F  A 

R 
O F  L E S S  T H A N  T F N  A C R E S  

L O N G I T U D E  L A T I T U D E  L O N G 1  T U D E  

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
41 0 45 51 * 72 o 409 58 1' 

n . 0 I n 

SW I 0 I n 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  P R O P E R T Y :  4 a c r e s  -- --P -- 
\ L I S T  A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  C O U N T I E S  F O R  P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  COUNTY B O U N D A R I E S  

( S T A T E :  ( CODE ( C O U N T Y :  I C O D E  1 

Charles  W. Sne l l ,  Survey His to r i an  
D A T E  o ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ' o ~ D i v i s i o n  of His tory ,  O f f  i c e  of Archeology and 

i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion ,  National Park Serv ice  --- 7/7/70 

C O D E  

S t r e e t ,  N. W.  - -- 
S T A T E  C O D E  

C O U N T Y  S T A T E :  

I I 
F - D. C. -. 

ON OFFtCER CERf lFtCA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF~CATIQN 

- 
C O D E  

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the N a - '  

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion Register' 

I in  :he National Register and certify that it has been I 
I evaluated according to the criteria and procedures se t  I I I 
I forth by the National Park Service. l ' he  reco;imended 

level of significance of th i s  norninat~on is: 

National LT] State 0 Local z! 
I 

Name 

I 
Tit le  - 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

ba te  
- - -- - 

- - - - -----A 

G P O  9 0  f . 0 8 7  



Form 10-300a UNITE iATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , A T E  I 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I Connecticut 

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  lCoUNTY 

(Continuation Sheet) 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

I ENTRY NUMBER D A T E  

I 

Hartford 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I 

I 1 

(Number all entriee) I 
I 7.  Description: Continued 

Af te r  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  design f o r  i ts  "lack of imposing e f f e c t ,  " 
t h e  w r i t e r  continued:  he poverty of t h e  design nowhere expresses i t s e l f  
more prominently than  upon t h e  lower s t o r y ,  which seems t o  mourn i t s  neg lec t ,  
and envy t h e  s t o r i e s  above; p l a i n  oblong ape r tu res  f o r  windows, unrelieved 
save by a bead and s t o p  chamfer, p i e rce  t h e  wa l l s  on t h i s  f l o o r ,  arranged some- 
what on t h e  f ac to ry  p r i n c i p l e ,  and innocent of any th ing  l i k e  harmonious 
grouping, so  o f t e n  e f f e c t i v e  i n  a s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  cha rac te r .  The ornamental 

The diameter of t h e  dome is nearly 60 f e e t .  Whatever may be t h e  a e s t h e t i c  
e f f e c t  of t h i s  conspicuous f e a t u r e  e x t e r n a l l y ,  i n t e r n a l l y  ( i n  1877) t h e  vas t  
p i l e s  of masonry which support i t ,  and confront t h e  v i s i t o r  a s  he e n t e r s  t h e  

carving seems t o  have been a t t r a c t e d  i n  spo t s ,  and where introduced t h e  d isp lay  
i s  l a v i s h ,  almost p r o f i g a l .  Specia l  e f f o r t  has been made t o  render t h e  
approaches t o  t h e  bui ld ing  s t r i k i n g ,  and t o  enr ich  t h e  arcades and entrancees 
t o  an almost unlimited ex ten t .  This  i s  seen a t  once i n  t h e  crocketed arches,  
t h e  e l abora te  l i n t e l s ,  t h e  carved c a p i t a l s  and polished s h a f t s  of t h e  columns 
and t h e  d e l i c a t e  p a t t e r n s  of diaper-work (of t h e  e a s t  and west ends and t h e  
nor th  and south facades of t h e  c e n t r a l  pav i l ions ) .  The tympana of t h e  (17) 
arches a r e  t o  be embellished; and already a f i n e  bas- re l ie f  of t h e  famous 
Charter  Oak has been cu t  upon a tympanuamover t h e  e a s t  en t rance;  and between 
each arch a r e  corbels  w i t h  miniature columns, crowned with absurdly l a r g e  caps 
( a t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l ) .  These a r e  intended f o r  t h e  recept ion  of s t a t u e s .  
The provision f o r  these  marble gentlemen i s  ample, t h e r e  being no l e s s  than 
22 p ro jec t ing  corbels .  The e f f e c t  of Connecticut worthies  thus  d i s t r i b u t e d  
(5 each on t h e  e a s t  and w e s t  ends, and 6 each on t h e  north-south c e n t r a l  
pavi l ions)  and standing each under h i s  beehive l i k e  canopy of marble, w i l l  
doubt less  be unique, and t h e  scene w i l l  be a busy one. The major por t ion  
of f o l i a t e d  work of t h e  s t r i n g  -course and c a p i t a l s  is  c l eve r ly  done; t h e  
designs a r e  good, and t h e  execution is  s p i r i t e d .  The models f o r  t h i s  work o r  
a p a r t  of it were furnished by t h e  well-known New York scu lp to r s ,  Messrs. E l l i n  
& Co.; and t h e  carving was executed on t h e  s i t e  by fo re ign  workmen. C r i t i c a l  
eyes,  not t o  say average good t a s t e ,  cannot f a i l  t o  n o t i c e  a want of  harmonious^ 
proport ion i n  much of t h e  carving placed a t  a considerable height from t h e  
ground, p a r t i c u l a r l y  about t h e  f i n i a l s  of t h e  t u r r e t s ,  and a l s o  i n  those  
forming t h e  te rminat ions  f o r  t h e  pedes ta l s  of t h e  ba lus t rades  ( located a t  t h e  
bottom of t h e  s t e e p  roofs) .  . . The r idges  a r e  crowned with a f i n e l y  designed 
i r o n  c r e s t i n g .  . . The bui ld ing  is  deserving of c r e d i t  i n  one p a r t i c u l a r  which 
is  not unfrequently overlooked. I t  presents  four  facades nearly i n  keeping 
with each o t h e r ,  and while t h r e e  of t h e  number a r e  more e l abora te ,  s t i l l  t h e  
remaining facade ( t h a t  on t h e  west) i s  not t r eh ted  a s  though, being i n  t h e  
r e a r ,  it was of no g rea t  importance and consequently ca l l ed  f o r  l i t t l e  o r  no 
design.  . . 

 h he dome (which weighs about 12,000 pounds) i s  now being b u i l t ;  when 
- f in ished it w i l l  s tands  some 260 f e e t  high and be crowned by a symbolic 
-f igure i n  bronze. (By 1879 it was reported:  "A c l o s s a l  wing bronze, typifying '  
t h e  Genius of Connecticut,  s tands  on t h e  l a n t e r n ,  and 12 f i g u r e s  a r e  t o  crown 
t h e  p i l l a r e d  b u t t r e s s e s  of t h e  dome below, which is dodecagonal i n  plan.") 

. 

- 
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north ves t ibu le ,  a r e  almost appal l ing;  and i f  t h e  numberless columns about 
t h e  masonry and t h e  lumbering proportions of the  cos t ly  marble s t a i r c a s e  a re  
included i n  t h e  same view, t h e  scene w i l l  be enough t o  confuse Connecticut 
statesmen f o r  years  t o  come. I n t e r i o r  work is being pushed forward. . .; and 
already McPherson of Boston is a t  work upon t h e  wall decorat ions.  The site of 
t h e  Capitol  i s  a f i n e  one. The untrammelled nature of t h e  ground, and its 
commanding e levat ion above t h e  City Park, render it pre-eminently a good 
loca t ion  f o r  a public e d i f i c e ;  and i ts l o f t y  dome, i ts towers and vas t  
proportions of i ts  marble wal ls  s e t  i n  a background of r i c h  f o l i a g e ,  un i t e  t o  
a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  public.  . . 1 t 

The i n t e r i o r  columns are of marble and granite from Connecticut, Maine, Vermont, 
and Rhode Island and t h e  woodwork f i n i s h  is oak, black walnut, and ash. The 
numerous marble columns, and gothic  arches, the  marble f l o o r s  and wal ls ,  

-and t h e  marble e a s t  and west s t a i r c a s e s  a r e  e labora te ly  decorated i n  blazing 
colors .  The l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  S t a t e  House is  i n  excel lent  condit ion,  s t i l l  serves 
a s  t h e  sea t  of Government i n  Connecticut , and is  open t o  v i s i t o r s .  

------- P 
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8. Signi f icance  Continued Page 1 

D A T E  

e n t r e e  o r  two of French chateaux and a d e s s e r t  of Renaissance, and had then  
gone t o  bed and dreamed t h i s  h o r r i b l e  nightmare. 11 

Except f o r  t h e  removal of t h e  15-foot bronze s t a t u e  of t h e  Genius of 
Connect icut ,  which o r i g i n a l l y  stood on t o p  of t h e  dome, t h e  New S t a t e  House 
r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance. Sculptured by Randolph Rogers, t h i s  4,000 
pound s t a t u e  was removed from t h e  dome fol lowing a hu r r i can  i n  1938 and 
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